
  
 

SYNOD 
 INFORMATION  

AND PARTICIPANT GUIDE 
 
Thank you for taking the time to further explore the upcoming Synod sessions.  We want to listen to 

everyone, whether you attend Mass and are active, have fallen away from the Church, or were wounded 

by it in some way. 

➢ Each session will include: 
1. Hospitality/check in 

2. Opening prayer followed by instructions and a large group discussion 

3. Two small group discussions that will include a note taker.  He/she will listen to the discussion 

and record a summary of responses  

4. Large group final comments and a closing prayer 

 

➢ The core topics to be discussed are: 
1. Celebration: How do prayer and liturgical celebrations, especially Mass, inspire and guide our 

common life and mission? How do we promote the active participation of all the faithful in the 
liturgy?  

2. Sharing Responsibility for our Common Mission: How is every baptized person called to 
participate in the mission of the Church? What hinders them? How does the Church help its 
members to serve Jesus and society in a missionary way? What areas of mission are we 
neglecting? How do we engage in discernment about missionary choices? 

3. Listening: How is God speaking to us through voices in our midst, including those we sometimes 
ignore? What space is there to listen to voices on the peripheries, especially cultural groups, 
women, people with disabilities, or those experiencing poverty, marginalization, or social 
exclusion? 

4. Dialogue in Church and Society: To what extent do people of diverse backgrounds or viewpoints 

come together in our community for dialogue? How do we promote such conversations in our 

Catholic community? To which issues in the Church and society do we need to pay more 

attention? How does the Church dialogue with and learn from other sectors of society: political, 

cultural, and those who live in poverty? 

 

➢ The fundamental questions to be addressed are: 
1. What does it mean for a Church to “journey together” in announcing the Gospel? 
2. How does “journeying together” happen today in your local Catholic Community? 
3. What steps does the Spirit invite us to take to grow in our journeying together? 

 
 

To register online click the following link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040449a9a722a6fb6-synod 
 
An online survey is available if you cannot attend the sessions or do not feel comfortable 
attending.  To complete the survey online click the following link 
https://stsmarthaandmaryparish.org/synodsurvey.  
 
There is further information about the Synodal process at https://diopitt.org/journeying-
together.  
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